IF YOU WILL IT...

A dramatization of Zionist issues
by Rabbi Robert Binder

“If you will it, it is no dream.”
Theodor Herzl

After being forcibly expelled from their land, the people kept faith with it throughout their Dispersion and
never ceased to pray and hope for their return to it and for the restoration in it of their political
freedom...which would open the gates of the homeland wide to every Jew and confer upon the Jewish people
the status of a fully-privileged member of the comity of nations...This right is the natural right of the Jewish
people to be masters of their own fate, like all other nations, in their own sovereign state.
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IF YOU WILL IT...

Scene: A lecture hall in a university or adult educa-
tion forum. A speaker drones on at the front of the hall.
BENNY, a university student, has been taking some notes
but is gradually dozing off. Several of the audience, sit-
ting in close proximity to BENNY, are similarly

disinterested.

speaker: And in the final analysis, we find that the di-
versity of opinion on this issue has created a dichotomy
of reaction on the part of the activists, so that concrete
action cannot be taken until such time as the theoreti-
cal underpinnings of the movement are decisively
formulated. This leads us to anticipate that...

BenNy: Hmmm.....zzzzzzz....

1sT SPECTATOR: (A gentleman in a black suit, with long
black beard and fiery eyes, nudges BeNNY and asks:)
What's he talking about?

BeNNY: Huh?

1st SPECTATOR: The professor up there... What's he talk-
ing about?

BenNy: Well, I think he’s trying to explain the difference
between Herzl’s “political Zionism” and Ahad Ha'am’s
philosophy of “cultural Zionism.”

1st SPECTATOR: As if he knows what he’s talking about!
Benny: They say he’s a highly qualified specialist in this
area, from the Hebrew University...

1st SPECTATOR: | meant Ahad Ha'am! Or Asher Gins-
burg, as I knew him.

2nd SPECTATOR: (Nudging BENNY on the other side.) I
just want you to know that the Hebrew University
was my idea.

BENNY: It was?

2nd sPECTATOR: Of course. A university whose language

is Hebrew is a primary instrument for the national res-
urrection of Israel. One university in the land of Israel
brings us much closer to our goals than one hundred
agricultural settlements.

1st SPECTATOR: T he Baron looked after the agricultural
settlements, and look where that led us! Besides, they
have six universities in Israel these days.

BeNNY: Do you two know each other? (To 1st sPECTATOR:)
I'm sure I've seen you somewhere before. Did we meet
in Israel two summers ago?

1st SPECTATOR: | highly doubt it. I havent been in the
country since '98.

BENNY:: Burt that’s next year! (Alternatively: But that’s
this year!)

1st SPECTATOR: | meant the last century.

BENNY:: Huh?

2nd SPECTATOR: You probably saw his face on a hundred
posters, or possibly on an old banknote. Permit me to
introduce you: this is Theodor Herzl.

BenNY: HerzI?! The first Zionist?

HerzL: How do you do?

2nd SPECTATOR: Let’s not exaggerate; there were plenty of
Zionists before Herzl came along,.

HERzL: They were mere romanticists! I gave Zionism the
momentum to become a political movement.

2nd SPECTATOR: There you go in politics again! How
many times do I have to tell you that the realization of
Jewish aspirations is...

BENNY: Wait a minute! (To 2nd spectator.) Who are
you?

2nd SPECTATOR:Just think of me as “one of the people.”

Benny: Ahad Ha'am? Where am I, at a Zionist Con-

gress?






